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CORPORATION OF HAMILTON 

CORPORATION BOARD 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 
Wednesday, February 5, 2020, 12:30 pm 

Mayor’s Parlour, City Hall, Hamilton 

 
Present: Rt. Wor. Charles R. Gosling, JP, Chairman 

Councillor John Harvey, MBE, JP 

Councillor Dennis Tucker, MBE, JP 

Councillor Lawrence Scott, JP 

Councillor Nicholas Swan 

Councillor Henry Ming 

Councillor George Scott 

Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 

  

Apologies: Councillor Jenefer Brimmer 

  

Staff: Secretary/COO - Dwayne A. Caines 

Treasurer – Tanya Iris 

City Engineer - Patrick Cooper 

HR Manager – Lindell Foster 

Event Project Manager – Jessica Astwood 

Deputy Treasurer – Siobhan Fubler 

Communications Manager – Zoe Mulholland 

  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. Confirmation of Notice 

The Secretary/COO confirmed that the appropriate notices of the meeting were duly given 

according to the Meeting Guide. 
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2. Role of the Chairman 

The Mayor confirmed his role as the Chairman. 

3. Open Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 12.30 pm. 

4. Apologies 

The Secretary/COO confirmed that apologies had been received from Councillor J. Brimmer. 

5. Public Participation/Presentation 

5.1 Uptown Market 

The Mayor welcomed Mr. Elmore Warren of Uptown Market and invited him to present 

the initiative. 

Mr. Warren spoke on a long-term business plan for a month-long Uptown Festival each 

year.  The first would commence on 17 March 2020, with three (3) or four (4) 

performances each week.  Mr. Warren requested title sponsorship by the COH in the 

range of $3,000 to $25,000.  The overall budget would be approximately $100,000. 

There would be ticketed events at a cost of $35-$55 per event.  Each event would be 

held in various venues across the City, holding between 30-150 people, to raise the 

profile of the organisation in Bermuda.  The events would include performances by 

local Bermudians and notable overseas Bermudian musicians, older and young 

entertainers and would include live music.  The shows would be recorded with 

television and social media coverage, with COH branding. Mr. Warren said that the 

Bermuda Economic and Development Corporation would support the initiative.   

Councillor Swan left the meeting at 12.46 pm. 

Councillor Swan rejoined the meeting at 12.48 pm. 

Mr. Warren left the meeting at 12.51 pm. 

Mr. Harold Smith joined the meeting at 12.51 pm. 

6. Correspondence 

There was no Correspondence. 

7. Minutes of the Previous Corporation Board Meeting dated 8 January 2020 (Public Session) 

Proposed:  Councillor H. Ming 

Seconded:  Councillor L. Scott 

The Minutes were accepted as read. 
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8. Matters Arising from the Previous Corporation Board Meeting dated 8 January 2020 

(Public Session) 

8.1 Parking Signs 

Look into the matter of signage allowing cars to park over cycle bays on a Sunday 

outside of certain churches.  (City Engineer)  Councillor Ming said that the had raised 

the matter and had returned to the site for clarification.  Action item had not been 

completed. 

ACTION: 

Obtain photographs of the cars parked over the cycle bays on a Sunday outside of 

certain churches. (Councillor H. Ming) 

8.2 Taxi Stands 

Check the road signs and sign post at the Taxi Stand outside of the MarketPlace store 

on Church Street. (City Engineer)  The City Engineer said that the sign post had been 

erected and would check that the road signs had been painted.  Action item had not 

been completed. 

9. Resolutions Approved by the Minister 

Passed: 4 December 2019             Submitted to Minister: 6 December 2019 

That the Board approve the Corporation of Hamilton 2020 Budget as presented. 

The Mayor noted that the Budget had been approved by the Minister, with the exception of 

the Sewage Treatment item.  A meeting had taken place between the COH, the Department 

of Works & Engineering and the Permanent Secretary, at which the delay in approval of the 

item was discussed.  The Secretary/COO had reiterated that the COH must commence work 

on the project sooner rather than later in order to avoid serious failure of the deteriorating 

sewage treatment system for the City.  The cost of monthly inspections and repairs were 

currently ongoing.  As requested, the City Engineer had written a letter to the PS containing 

a summary of the COH project, for the Minister's consideration.  Comments on the COH 

project would also be invited from the Environmental Authority.   

Passed:  8 January 2020                Submitted to Minister:  9 January 2020 

That the Board approve to waive the rental fee for Barr's Bay Park, for the period 21 October 

2021 to 7 November 2021, as it related to the 505 World Championship Regatta 2021. 

Councillor G. Scott left the meeting at 1.10 pm. 

Councillor G. Scott rejoined the meeting at 1.13 pm. 

Councillor Swan left the meeting at 1.16 pm. 

  



 

Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting No. 2/2020/JEB      Page 4 of 9 

 4 

Page 001258 

10. Board Recommendations for Review 

The Treasurer recommended that it would be financial beneficial to the COH to pay down on 

the Clarien Bank loan in full.  This would leave the COH with no long term liabilities.  The 

Mayor suggested a Press Release to inform the public that the COH were carrying out its 

fiduciary responsibilities.   

ACTION: 

Issue PR regarding the payment in full of the Clarien Bank loan in February which would leave 

the COH with no long term liabilities, fulfilling it fiduciary responsibilities. (Communications 

Manager) 

RESOLUTION:   

That the Board approve the loan payment of $926,000 plus accrued interest to date to be 

paid against the Clarien Bank loan. 

Proposed: Mayor, Charles Gosling 

Seconded: Councillor D. Tucker 

Unanimous 

The City Engineer said that the Recommendation would be for Phase 2 of the Albuoys Point 

Project.  Phase 1 would be to relocate the "Against the Tide" sculpture and make a foundation 

for the pending triangle structure. 

RESOLUTION: 

That the Board approve the contractor for the Albuoys Point Redevelopment. 

Proposed: Councillor L. Scott 

Seconded: Councillor J. Harvey 

Unanimous 

 

11. Committee Recommendations for Review 

11.1 Residents Advisory Committee – 9 January 2020 (Public Session) 

The Mayor referred to the Minutes of the Residents Advisory Committee Meeting 

held on 9 January 2020, in particular item 12.6, the Action Item to arrange a public 

meeting at the Sammy Wilson Centre on Angle Street, for Thursday, 1 March 

2020.  Residents would be invited to attend, together with the Community Police 

Officer and representatives from the Bermuda Economic Development 

Corporation.  An Agenda item would be the renaming of Gordon Park to Crossroads 

Park.  
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The Mayor requested that the Residents Advisory Committee clarify its role and 

responsibilities. The Mayor requested that a Recommendation from the Residents 

Advisory Committee be made to the Board for approval to hold such a meeting and 

further PR would be undertaken regarding the renaming of the park currently known 

as Gordon Park.  The Secretary/COO said that, as directed by the Residents Advisory 

Committee, a significant campaign to the community for suggestions to give the park 

a name, had been carried out, with one response.  Discussion ensued.  The Mayor also 

said that requests for sponsorship would be discussed in detail by the relevant 

Committee and any Recommendations would then be made to the Board for approval, 

with appropriate notice in the case of an event.  The Mayor requested that the  

Residents Advisory Committee would identify derelict buildings in North Hamilton and 

obtain support from the residents and property owners for the COH to lobby the 

Government on their behalf, with the intention to raze and level such properties, as 

permitted by current legislation. 

ACTION: 

Forward to the Residents Advisory Committee, to write its remit as it related to its 

role and responsibilities. (Secretary/COO) 

ACTION: 

Forward to the Residents Advisory Committee to make a Recommendation to the 

Board as it related to arranging a meeting in the community which would include 

discussion on the naming of the park area currently known as Gordon Park. 

(Secretary/COO) 

ACTION: 

Forward to the Residents Advisory Committee to identify derelict buildings in North 

Hamilton and obtain support from the residents and property owners for the COH to 

lobby the Government on their behalf, with the intention to raze and level such 

properties, as permitted by current legislation. (Secretary/COO) 

11.2 Infrastructure Committee – 15 January 2020 (Public Session) 

RESOLUTION: That the Board approve the contractor for the Ewing Street Rock 

Cut Stabilisation and a virement be made through the Finance Committee. 

Unanimous 

RESOLUTION: That the Board approve the full waiver of rental fees for the 

Bermuda Customs, Pier 6 Lower Level, event on 30 January 2020. 

Motion Passed 
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RESOLUTION: That the Board approve the full waiver of rental fees for the 

Bermuda Alumni Chapter – Kappa Alpha Psi, Queen Elizabeth Park, event on 30 May 

2020. 

Unanimous 

RESOLUTION: That the Board approve to sponsor the World Triathlon Series in 

April 2020 to the same level as 2018 and 2019.  The Corporation will charge the WTS 

series for labour, materials, contractors and lost revenue so the event will be cost 

neutral. 

Unanimous 

ACTION: 

Inform the community who would be impacted by the Ewing Street Rock Cut 

Stabilisation project, of the detailed work schedule.  (City Engineer) 

11.3 Finance Committee – 16 January 2020 (Public Session) 

There were no Recommendations for review. 

11.4 Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee – 21 January 2020 (Public Session) 

There were no Recommendations for review. 

12. Any Other Business 

12.1 Homelessness Initiative 

The Secretary/COO said that progress had been made.  A co-ordinated meeting had 

taken place between representatives across certain sectors and members of the 

homeless community were in attendance.  To raise public awareness, a number of 

events had been planned for the week 23 March or 30 March (tbd) which would include 

students and their parents.  Long term initiatives from the financial sector were 

under consideration.  A Permanent Secretary from the Government attended the 

meeting and gave their support in respect of resources and assets.  The meeting had 

been vital to move the initiative forward.  The Mayor commended the Secretary/COO 

and all COH staff involved for the progress which had been achieved.  The COH would 

be mindful of its remit as it related to its sustained involvement. 

ACTION: 

Update on the latest developments and discussion on the next steps, as it related to 

the Homelessness Initiative.  (Secretary/COO) 
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12.2 225th Anniversary Celebrations 

Councillor Harvey referred to the Plan and invited further ideas from the Board 

Members.  The Communications Manager gave an overview of upcoming 

events.  Discussion ensued.  Members attendance at events would be encouraged.  The 

Mayor advised the 225th Anniversary Celebrations Committee to be mindful of local 

businesses and the extent of COH cleanup requirements. 

Councillor Swan rejoined the meeting at 1.58 pm. 

ACTION: 

Update on the latest developments and discussion on the next steps, as it related to 

the 225th Anniversary Celebrations.  (Communications Manager) 

12.2.1 Advertising Campaign Update 

The Communications Manager said that Phase 1 of the 2020 Campaign by 

Strata-G was underway, with the catchphrase "We are the Beat of the 

City".  Commencement of Phase 2 was imminent, followed by Phase 3 as 

appropriate.   

ACTION: 

Circulate to COH staff the "Hamilton At Its Best 2020 Campaign document. 

(Communications Manager) 

12.2.2 Free Parking Saturdays - one (1) per quarter give back in City Car Parks 

Discussion ensued regarding which car parks and when they should be used for 

this item. 

ACTION: 

Give consideration to the options for the item relating to one Saturday per 

quarter free parking in City Hall, PLV, Elliott and No.1 from 12.00 pm onward, 

as it related to the 225 Anniversary Celebrations. (City Engineer) 

12.2.3 End of Year Celebratory Event for Past Members and Executive 

The Communications Manager outlined a proposal for an end of year event.  It 

was suggested that the Mayor's Christmas Reception would be a more 

inclusive event to be held in the Lobby at City Hall and perhaps incorporate 

the Christmas tree lighting event.  All former COH mayors, members and 

executives would be invited, culminating in an explosive finale. 
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12.3 Mr. Harold Smith 

The Secretary/COO introduced Mr. Harold Smith.  The Chairman welcomed Mr. 

Smith and invited him to address the meeting at 2.11 pm. 

Mr. Smith noted that the portrait of Mr. Cecil R. Dismont had been removed from the 

Mayor's Gallery in the lobby at City Hall.  The Mayor said that the portrait had been 

chosen to be displayed at the week-long Art Show Commemorating the 225th 

Anniversary of the formation of the Corporation of Hamilton and to represent the 

lineage of Mayor's who had held office in the COH.    

Mr. Smith spoke about outstanding matters which he had previously raised, including 

trailer trucks driving on Court Street which deteriorate his building, only one street 

light, water supply and double taxation. 

The Mayor addressed the issue of double taxation and explained that everyone who 

owned property within the City pays a Land Tax to Government.  City Rates were also 

paid for the upkeep of the streets and services.  

The City Engineer addressed the issue of street lighting.  He said there were two (2) 

street lights on the western side in the area which were working and adequate.  The 

new poles had been installed and retrenching to carry the cables on the eastern side, 

would take place in the first half of this year.  There had been a delay due to collapsed 

trenching. There would be no budget to install temporary LED light bulbs in the 

existing poles. 

Councillor Ming addressed the issue of a lack of water supply.  The water supply would 

be via Bermuda Water Works.  The COH did not have a water supply. 

The Deputy Treasurer left the meeting at 2.16 pm. 

The Deputy Treasurer rejoined the meeting at 2.18 pm. 

Mr. Smith left the meeting at 2.27 pm. 

The Secretary/COO left the meeting at 2.27 pm. 

The Secretary/COO rejoined the meeting at 2.28 pm. 

ACTION: 

Inform the Board and Mr. Smith of the work schedule for retrenching and cabling on 

Court Street for the new street lights installation. (City Engineer) 

12.4 Budget Breakfast 

Councillor L. Scott wondered whether the COH Board would attend.  The Mayor gave 

caution as Members representing the COH would be non-political, however, individual 

Members would be at liberty to attend.  
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13. Motion to Move to Restricted Session 

Proposed:  Councillor D. Tucker 

Seconded:  Councillor G. Scott 

The meeting moved to the Restricted Session at 2.35 pm. 

 

 
_________________________ 

Mayor 

 

_________________________ 

Secretary/COO 

______________________________ 

Date 

 


